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SEO FOEV EEO PEO CUES CEGSEL BE 


* Discounss, 
Prepared for the Ecars of ſome 
ROMfNISTS, &c 


Fa 
Am not onely ſorry and troubled, but afflited, 
' to fe ſo many Perſons ſtandiig there, who 
(could they but quit themſelves of one or two 
needleſs ſcruples, pardon me Gentlemen, if 1 
: uſe that tgrm) were fit to. ſit here and man- 


KF nage the Aﬀaires of the Country. 


y, 1 would not wiſh any of you (upon the meer ac- 
either 'of your purfes or Pertons) to turn your backs 
of -one Fundamentall Do&rine, that appexes ſuch, upon a 
ſerious and impartial enquirt; but even in conſideration of 


-» thoſe your temporal concerns, you may have juſt occaſion, to 


review. your Notions, and aftet due ſearch caſily find. 

1.” That that 'ſort of 'Suprematie which the Laws require, 
on. the behalfe of our Kings, do&'s no way violatc, or invade 
the Prieftly Funttion. 

2. That that fort of Supremacie, which the Pope now clams, 
was vtterly unknown to the Primitive Church, and is neither 
conſiſtent with, nor at all becoming the Pricfſtly Fun4tion, 

3.* That this fort of Supremacie has ftragled, in the world, 


_ to. 


(6) 
to the coſt of many Crowned-hcads, and the deftruftion of 
numberleſs Chriſtian People: 

4. That this ſort 'of Supermacie was (firſt) founded -in 
bloud, and fo foſtered ever ſince; having been formerly, and 
formally (in dire&, plain words) declared againſt, both by 
a Council, and a Pope. 

5- That the chief and moſt celebrated Authors, in the 
Romiſh Church have writ in defence of their exorbitant ſupre- 
macie, after ſuch a manner, as does rended it rational, yea 
neceſſiry (efpecially it - being compared with their former 
known attings, and the poſture of this day) to keep on foot 
the old, _ perhaps to make new Laws, in prejudice of 
Recuſants. 


1. That we may diſcover the truth, or - ſalſchood of this 
Propoſition, it will be requiſit to know diſtinaly, 


What the challinges of the King are. 
What he abſolutely and freely diſowns.- 


He expedts then to be Cuffos  wrinſq; Tabule; this was 
no more then all the Kings of Fuds exerciſed; and thiſe of 
them that were moſt zealouſly a&ive in the purging "the 
Temple, in the, preſerving, or reſtoring the true worſhip of 
God, oy Joſiah) we find moſt commended, moſt Celebrated 
in holy Writ: we find too, (to Note that by the way) they 
ſtill called to the Law, the written Law, and to the Tefti- 
monies, making them their Rule. 2. Chorn. 17th. Jeboj 29 
Hezthiab 34. Joſiah, he expedts further, that all the Members 
of the Church within his Domiyions, ſhould be ſubje& to his 
Courts; and Clergie-men, as well others, (in caſe of notorious 
Crimes) tryable there. He expedts to nominate, appoint, and 
call to any ſpiritual preferments, what perſons he pleaſe, with- 
out the interpolition of any Forraign pewer, or Is 

is 
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this is no more then every Patron of a Parih-Church looks 
at, as his own right. The whole of this is n> more, then 
Elutberins, Biſhop of Rome, declared to be in Lucizs King of 
Brittain, when. he ſent to him to defirc, not his leave, but 
advice, in the Reſcrling a Criſtian Church; for the Goſpel 
had been both Preached and owned here before; and without 
any help from Rom: ; tho, at that tim? ſadly over-run again 
with Paganiſme. 

But now negatively, Let us ſee what the King pretends 
not to; Not the conferring of Orders; not AJminiſtration of 
Sacraments; not to Preach the Word ; not (of himſelf) to de- 
fine Articles of Faith; and hercin, both the preamble of the 
Statute, and the Injuattivns which were afterwards purpolely 
framed, (to fatisfi: ſuch as ſeem'd to miſtake the point) are 
ſo plain, that it's a wonder how a conſidering man, can have 
any religious fear or ſcruple about it. Theſe together, 
are ſuch an innocent kind of Supremacie, ſo juſt and to tre- 
quently exerciſed by Chriſtian Emperors, and Kings of England, 
(oven all that had any thing of Judgement, ſpirit, or good 
ortune) as certainly none that has lookt at all into Hiitorie 
only, will deny his Prince, 

.2, Doubtleſs if our Bleſſed Lord had meant, That this 
prodigious fort of Supremacie (joyned with a never failing 
Infallibilitie) ſhould ever have been the main Article of our 
Faith, he would not have anl(wwered his inquiſitive Diſciples ſo 
unſatisfaftorily, as he he did; Ark vg. 34, 35- ver. nor would 
he have left the world without a clear dircition, in a matter 
of ſo yaſt concernment (to all it's future Generations) Now 
that he did not fo, is evident, fince St. Pau! when he ſadly 
foretold the Church, How, after his departure, pricuous Wolves 
ſhould enter in; and amongſt them, many ſhould ariſe ſpeak:ng 
perverſe things; adviſes them not, to make their addreſſes ro 
any one that ſhould (then) happen to be Biſhop of Rome ; but 
| comimends them to the word of Gods graze, to be butl: up 

; thereby, 
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thereby: as we read Afts. 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, A ſhrewd 
ſigne, that the Apoſtle did not underſtand Ti es Petrus in The 
"Popiſh \etice; nor in that other place, which has u minatorie 
exhoctition to Rome (as. well as to other Gentile Churches) 
leaſt ſhe alſo might be cut off, Romans 11. 18, 19, 20, 21. ver. 

What think you, Would all the Eaſtern Biſhops have ſtood 
out {0 vigoroufly, and fo long (in that controverlie about the 
celebration: of Eaſter) if it had ever been reccived as a ſtand- 
ing rule, That your Univerſal Monarch, in the Weſt, was Cods 


Plenepotentiarie, in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, Would the ' third. 


Councill of Carthage (wherein ' St. Auguſtine was preſent) 
have paſt a Decree, That none ſhould be fliled Head, or Prince 
of Prieſts? Would the great Gregory (even when he fat in the 
Pontifical Chaire) have pronounced ſuck a pretender the fore- 
runner of Anti-Chriſt. Even St. Peter (from' whom you ſeek 


to derive it) demonſtrates, That he neither had, nor deſired” 


any ſuch Lordſhip, or Superiority, 1 Peter 5. 2, 3+ 

Would Heirome have laid, Pari omnes, inter ſe Autboritate 
fuiſſe Aproſtolos ? Would Ambroſe have lipt ſo, as to have writ, 
Non hahent hereditatem Petri, qui fidem Petri non habent ? Would 


B ;ſil. have aſſigned to Alexandria, and Antioch, a better title 
to the ſucceſſion of Peter ? Would he, and ſo many other old 


Fathers, have blamed, chid, derided; nay, even contemned the 
Biſhop of Romer pride, if all the world had been obliged to 
be led by the Noſe, what way he ſhould pleafe ? 

3+ 4. It is in vain then to feck after -the ſort of Supremaci 


e 
now contended for during the firſt fix hundred years 5 Bur I thall * 
preſently lead you to it's riſe: And /that leaning, upon, the 


Authorities of ſuch. Authors, as you will not retuſe to 'call 
your own 5 Know then, That not halfe an Age aſtef Gregory was 
gone off this. ſtage.: Acertain Man that went by the name of 


Boniface had a mind to be Paramount in the Church, and 


there (luckily) fell out to be at the ſame time, a Perſon of 


great Power, who long'd -to be Emperor ; theſe two, Aruck a 
Bargain, 
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Pargain ; Mauritins (the nn Maſter of them both). to- 
gether, with.his whole family, cruelly was murder'd : Phccas 
ot the Scepter ; and Boniface was by him conſtituted Univer- 
all Biſhop : From hence, all men muſt date the Original, of 
this fatal Supremacie; Fatal, | fay, becauſe it has been to 
fruitfull, and teeming in flaughters, Rebellions, (you muſt 
bear with the term, ſince matter of Fat, in almoſt cvery 
Age bears teſtimonie thereof) and Maſſacres. It was indeed 
a fine caſt of this new Office, which Anno 747, was given 
to. Chilpric (the laſt of the Firſt Royal houſe in France) by 
the then Pope Zacharie , poor Chilpric was an unattive, caſic 
Creature, and therefore muſt be fent into a Monaſterie (where 
ou may ſuppoſe, he lived not long after.) But Pepin was a 
nth Young blade, and Zacharie ſtood need of ſuch an one; 
he preſently ablolves him from his fworne Allegiance, 
and mounts him up to the Throne, But tuſh! this 
was nothing to the Freaks; the- ſubſequent Holineſſes play'd 
all the Empire, (nay well-nigh) all Europe over, by pulling, 


yea kicking off Crowns ( Anno 1080, Gregorie the 7th. by arm- 


Subjets (yes ſonns) againſt their Princes ( Arno 1110. 
Paſchal ſecond.) The two laſt Henry's of Paris felt the weight 
of the two Swords, which the Pope clayms as his own, though 
they fell but by two ſorry knives in the hands of two wretch- 
es, but both Diſciples of y Jeſuits, And all to make room 
for this Monſtrous Supremacie ; at the coſt, not only of Atb:- 
gences, Waldenſes, Huſſites, (and ſuch as they will call Here- 
ticks) but even of 'their own Children, who miſtook that Step- 
dame of Xome for their true Mother. 

Tis -true, St. Ambroſe (pretty, early when the Diſcipline 
of the Primitive Church was yet in it's right ſtate and juſt 
vigor) did ſtave off- the hands of the Emperor, from touchins 
the ſacred Elements, when he found them polluted with it in- 
nocent blood. But, I beſeech you conſider (for this very per- 
ticular may ſerve to reQifie your judgements.) 

| 1. Vl bat 
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1. What he was. 
2. How far be proceeded. 


He was Biſhop of Mullaine, a Place alwayes reckoned in 
the Territories of Jtal ; not Biſhop of Rome : nor ating by 
any Authority derived from thence. 


He went no farther then the Epiſcopal Power would bear 

him out : He kept him from the Holy Communion 3 but he 
did not D-:throne Him :- He did not Abſolve His Subjeas 
from their Allegiance : He did not - give away His Domini. 
ons, to any that could catch them. 


| That theſe things were Atted in the face of the Sun, Pla- 

tina, Baronims, Guiccardin - de Serres, with 1 know not how ma- 
ny. more, are uncoutroulable Wituefſes. Let honeſt Muthew 
Paris (the Monk of Saint Albans) tell youy How common. it 
was for every Prieſt, Prelate, or Fryar, tranſalpinare, to hite 
away to Rome, and bring back with them an Interdia, (or 
not unfrequentedly, an Boyer arr againſt the King, 
and whole Kingdom of Englazd, But let him tell you tooy 
How often the Legate (a later) and other Domineering, Ex- 
torting Agents from that proud See, have been kept on the 
turther ſide of the Dike, and not ſuffered transfretare, ualeſs 
upon ſuch Terms, as our Governours would admit of, and 
preſcribe, notwithſtanding all the power they pretended, or 
produced from his holincls, 


5- As to this laſt Charge (wherein much of the preſent 
occaſion feems to lie) Whether your Church in her Head, in 
her Members, in her Decretalls, in her Canon-Law, in ſome 
of her approved Councils, have not made fuch Declarations 


as muſt warn (nay compel) all Princes and States, to make de- 
fenlive 
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fenfive Laws againſt ſuch Encroachments ? Doe but (I befceeh 
you) peruſe what the preſent Right Reverend Biſhop of Lin- 
coln has both candidly, and charitably, offered you : 1 ſhall con- 
tens my felf with inſtancing in a tew ; Let the Language of 
Clement the eights Brevs (when Queen Elizabeth had (now) 
one foot in the Grave) be firſt heard ; He ftridly (therein) 
Forbids all bus Catholicks to ſuffer any to ſucceed (how near ſoe- 
wer in Bloud, or Right) wunlef ſuch as ſhould preingage to become 
a Vaſſal to ths Romiſh Church, And (to ſee the luck of a 
thing) theſe Breves were direfted to the hand of one Henry 
Garnet \, Who, not long after, was found to have, more then a 
finger, in the Powder-plot : With one Arm he would have kept 


King Fames from 4 with the other, he would have blown Him 
out of His three Kingdoms, 


Next, be pleaſed to conſult Beflermine (who was made, in 
his time, and I think efteemed ſo ever ſince, but a Intle lower 
then the very Pope.) Ask him, How we can be aſſured that bus 
Catholicks will prove good Subjects ? His anſwer is legible ( Lib 
1. de Clericis) They ſtand not bound to the Laws of any Prince 
— but direttively onely ? Ak him further, What i} 
they will not be direfted, but tread thoſe Laws under their feet ? 
Tet (lays he, with the ſame front, and truth) they may by ne 


means receive puniſhment, ſeenlar Magiſtrate, nor at all be 
brought be fore Hu mir Ag : 


But what if they ſhould chance (and what has been may be) 
to be found ingaged in Treaſon ? The words of Zimanca (in 
his Aphoriſmes, de Confeſſione) are poſitive, A Clerks RibiNiow 
w not Treaſon ; for he # not Subjeft to the King : This is pret- 
ty well for the Clergy, the Notion being extended /as they 
intend it) to all their ſeveral Orders of Monks and Fryars. 
But what ſay they to the Laity ? Take the ſumm of the whole 
matter from Creſwell, who, in pure love (no doubt) to his 


: B 2 Country+ 


——_————_—_——— —_——— 


(12) 


Country-men, gives this Forraign Advice ; Jt i an undoubted 
point of Faith ( lays he) that any Chriſtian Prince whatſoever, if 
be have manifeſtly ſwarved from the Catholick, Faith, and would 
draw others to do ſo, falls immediately from Hu Power, 
and Dignity ; and that, even before the Pope have given Sen« 
tence, Hu Subjctts may, and ought, if they have power, to remove 
Him : ( Andr*. Philopat', page 109. Edit, 1592.) 


It were no hard task, here to rake together, more then a 
good many of ſuch Di&tatcs as theſe, from men of this ſtamp, 
whoſe Works have been Licenſed, - Approved, Printed, re- 
printed, and generally fold through all Popsſh Countries, with- 
out contradittion ; and in this cafe, it may well be ſaid, £4 


.malum no1 * 1 Cum prohibere poteſt, perperrat, *[is tr ue, 


Mariana's ſhameful Book, was once at a Crittical ſeaſon (for 
fear of a worſe clap) cenſured at Paris ; but it was never ſo 
at Rome : And I doe verily doubt the common Dodrine of the 
Feſuites (with their Adhzrents) will be found, that the trong- 
eſt Knots, of Promiſes, Oaths, or Vows, made for fide- 
lity to temporal. Princes, may be cut afunder by their fſpiri- 
tual Alexander, who (unjuſtly) would uſurpe both the Swords 3 
and (perhaps) is ſorry he hath not more Worlds to conquer. 


Suffer me now, for a Concluſion, and to abate a little the 
lurpriſe you may be in, at the ſeyerities, at preſent, exerciled 
towards you, (though the late Proclamations, as well as the 
Statutes, muſt needs quit' us from any blame in that bet alf) to 
remind you of one or two things, in which I have proof, more 
then abundant ; and of which, ſome (yet living) can give te- 
ſtimony. Tis confeſt, ſome of you gave ſignal, and very brave 
Alliſtances to Our late Soveraign Charles the Firſt, in thoſe un- 
happy Warrs, (upon what Accompt, or Motive, let it be de- 
cided at the laſt day ) but, that the whole Body of Romaniſt i, 


could have been content to have fat down under a very mw 
oo) 
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- ble, in ſtead of the trne Oake, was manifeſt from the Addreſſes pre- 


tended to come from them all ; wherein the Catholick Gentle- 
man (in a Book Publiſt't preſemly after Anno 1652. or there- 
about, with a great many Arguments for his favour) tells Oli- 
ver, They had generally taken, and punitually kept the - Engage- 
ment : 
(In that Page, towards the latter end ; which, 
in that I have, is mark't 4 1. but ſhould be 127.) 


Next, it would make one admire, how (after the good ſer- 
vices Mr. Huddleſton, the honeſt Pendrills &c. had done His 
preſent Majeſty) the Ir:/h, of the ſame Communion, and Creed, 
could be perſwaded to lay aſide, their own commendable pur- 
poles. The Natives of that Kingdom were (moſt of them) 
upon the accompt of the bloudy InſurreQion, Anno 1641. un- 
der the Call, and ſubje&t to grievous penalties at His Maje- 
ties Reſtauration : But He, according to His Princely clemen- 
cy, required them, onely to let Him have new Teſts of their 
future Loyalty, under the Obligation of thoſe Oaths, you now 
ſtick at : He was pleaſed to allow them /fince they fſeem'd wil- 
ling to the thing, but onely were diſſatisfied in certain expreſ- 
fions, and thoſe Formes were not Eſtabliſh't in Jreland ) after 
Conſultation with their own Prieſts, ro offer Him, what might 
be Equivalent thereto : They did ſo, and after ſome time, 
ſhew'd it to the King : He was willing to accept it, according 
to that Draught : But one of the Popes beſt be-truſts, then at 
Bragells, Waſtens (in that nick of time) to School them better 3 
and they neither durſt (it ſeems). nor would proceed further 


in that buſineſs : And what uſe then) can a throuh Paced 


Roman Catholick make of his 'own Conſcience ? if, aftex fuch 
means, being arrived at ſettlement, he muſt vet -throw- away 
all, and implicitly give up his Faith, to the moſt imperiouſly 
Politick DiCtates, of an old (perhaps) doting mortal-wan. 
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And, now Sirs, methinks I hear yon ſay, what I have heard 
foine of you ſay often (and | verily think fincerely.) 


1, That you are wholly ignorant (which is, in this caſe, the 
beſt ſort of innocency) of any Deſign againſt His Majeſties 
Perſon, or Government, 


2. That, if the Pope himſelf ſhould Invade this Land, and 
Warr againſt the King, you would fight under the Royal Ban: 
| ner, and endeayqur to cut His throat as ſoon as any mans. 


3- That it's « fad thing, if a few hare-brain'd fellows have 
imbarked in a deſperate Ation, the whole Communion (though 
innocent) ſhould be involved in the ſuffering part. 


As to the two firſt, I can fay little, but this : If I were a 
Papiſt (and durſt confider the true ſtate of things, and the 
wilde Expectation of the Roman See in thele matters) 1 chould 
not know, how to make my due Obedience to my Soveraign, 
and my neceſſary ſubmiſſion to the Pope*s commands, lodge in 
one Breaſt ? And for the laſt, I doe concurr with you. 'Tis, 
indeed, a very fad thing ; but (Gentlemen) if you will not do 
it your ſelves, Who can diſtinguiſh you ? What I have now 
faid, I have ſaid with clear intertions, with an ardent defire to 
ſerve you 3 and after a long dill;gent Search (to which na 
man living could be more Engaged then my;&If.) If any 
of you defire a farther Diſcuſhon of things-#here briefly 
touched (cither in order to clearer fatifattion, or with 8 
Deſign of Oppoſition) they ſhall at any Opportunitie com» 
mand it, trom 


Yours, C. HF. 


